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WEEK 3: LESSONS FROM THE MASTER:
How DID JESUS EVANGELIZE?
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A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, ‘Give
me a drink.’ (For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.)
The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a
drink from me, a woman of Samaria?’ (For Jews have no dealings with

Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, and

who it is that is saying to you, “Give me a drink,” you would have
asked him, and he would have given you living water.’

John 4: 7-10

(8 Minutes)

Welcome to Week 3 of Bridging the Gap! We've covered a lot of important ground in this
evangelism training. By now, we should know that: (1) we can share the gospel easily: God,
Us, Christ, Response; and (2) “We Preach Christ, God Opens Blind Eyes.”

Today, we are going to study scripture to get some insight into how Christ himself
evangelized. Most of you remember the Woman at the Well. She was someone most of us
would probably avoid. We will see Christ use an everyday encounter at a well to save souls.
In doing so, we learn to eliminate barriers to the gospel, focus on common things in sharing
the gospel, properly point to the object of the gospel, and to avoid “rabbit holes” in sharing
the gospel. Finally, we will see how the faith of the woman at the well led to the salvation of
many in her village. There is a multiplying effect of faithful evangelism.

Our goals for this week are:

91 Learn PrincipLes oF EvangeLism FrRom CHRIST'S Encounter with THE Woman AT
THE WELL: AND

91 Learn How 1o Take Everyoay Encounters AND Turn THEM INTO GOSPEL
OPPORTUNITIES.

(2 Minutes)
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(10 Minutes)
The Video

Today’s video introduces our teaching and then includes several folks sharing the gospel and
their testimony.

Find four or more folks near you to discuss the video. What did you find interesting about
video? Were there stories or comments made that gave you pause or that sparked something
within you? What can we learn from Jesus’ interactions? What about the testimonies stood
out to you?

Before breaking up into our Evangelism E-Groups for tonight, let's hear what some of you
said in response to the break-out questions.

(30 Minutes)

The Apostle John records one of the most famous interactions that Jesus had during His time
on earth. John 4: 1-42 show us:

A woman from Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, ‘Give
me a drink.’ (For his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food.)
The Samaritan woman said to him, ‘How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a
drink from me, a woman of Samaria?’ (For Jews have no dealings with

Samaritans.) Jesus answered her, ‘If you knew the gift of God, and
who it is that is saying to you, “Give me a drink,” you would have
asked him, and he would have given you living water.” The woman said
to him, ‘Sir, you have nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep.

Where do you get that living water? Are you greater than our father
Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did his sons
and his livestock.” Jesus said to her, ‘Everyone who drinks of this water

will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks of the water that I will give

him will never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will
become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal life.” The woman
said to him, ‘Sir, give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have
to come here to draw water.’
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“Jesus said to her, ‘Go, call your husband, and come here.” The woman
answered him, T have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in
saying, “I have no husband”; for you have had five husbands, and the
one you now have is not your husband. What you have said is true.’
The woman said to him, ‘Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. Our
fathers worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is
the place where people ought to worship.” Jesus said to her, “Woman,
believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in
Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You worship what you do not
know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews. But
the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such
people to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must
worship in spirit and truth.” The woman said to him, T know that the
Messiah is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he will
tell us all things.” Jesus said to her, T who speak to you am he.” Just
then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking with a
woman, but no one said, ‘What do you seek?’ or, ‘Why are you talking
with her?’

“So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to
the people, ‘Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this
be the Christ?’ They went out of the town and were coming to
him. Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, saying, ‘Rabbi, eat.’ But
he said to them, T have food to eat that you do not know about.” So
the disciples said to one another, ‘Has anyone brought him something
to eat?’ Jesus said to them, ‘My food is to do the will of him who sent
me and to accomplish his work. Do you not say, “There are yet four
months, then comes the harvest”? Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes,
and see that the fields are white for harvest. Already the one who
reaps is receiving wages and gathering fruit for eternal life, so that
sower and reaper may rejoice together. For here the saying holds true,
“One sows and another reaps.” I sent you to reap that for which you
did not labor. Others have labored, and you have entered into their
labor.” Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the
woman's testimony, ‘He told me all that I ever did” So when the
Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them, and he
stayed there two days. And many more believed because of his
word. They said to the woman, ‘It is no longer because of what you
said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know
that this is indeed the Savior of the world.’
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1. BRIDGE THE GAP
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Christians have the tendency to isolate themselves from the rest of the world. Recall the first
word of the Great Commission: “Go!” Here, in John 4, we see Christ in his travels back to
Galilee talking to a Samaritan Woman at a well. There are a host of issues with this for
Jewish culture, but let’s observe the plain, obvious point: Jesus did not ignore this woman.
She was at that well because of a divine appointment. She was in the path of Christ
because he deemed it so. And because Christ does not ignore divine appointments, we are
given this record of our Jesus’ conversation with this woman. We need to understand that
evangelism is about divine appointments: we can't ignore people by being insular Christians.
We can't ignore folks that God puts in our path because we selfishly prefer not to be
inconvenienced. There is much at stake in such opportunities: the soul of the person God
puts in your path as well as the lives that individual will touch.

2. Onty THE SPIriTuAL BARRIERS MATTER

Jesus, by any cultural standard of the day, should not be speaking with this woman. First,
she was a woman and it was prohibited for a Jewish man to speak to a woman in public.
Second, she was a Samaritan, which were considered spiritual and cultural “half-breeds” by
Jews because, contrary to Jewish law, Samaritans inter-married with Jews. Thirdly, there was
a reason that this woman is at the well in the Noon-day sun: she wanted to avoid the critical
glances of others around her - she was ashamed of something = hence her travel to the well
when no one else was there.

Now, lef’s stop here for a second. In all
honestly, how many of you would have spoken

V Preach abroad...It is the

to this woman? Jesus did not let gender, ; S e
cultural, religious barriers stop him from sharing S8l "B« <& ;‘;‘:n":e':s;?wmkof
the gospel with this woman. Only the spiritual | God, which never was
barrier between God and another person should ngigeﬁ;::l'rxs:amed
concern us — and that is the barrier we are | : ~ without going info the
praying that God removes through our faithful | ::ﬁ;‘a:):;":”gd"g‘z:nd compelling men
presentation of the gospel. " AW ionathan Edwards.

3. EvERYDRY EncounTers

Notice that Jesus conversation with the woman takes place in an ordinary setting - near

Jacob’s well. Notice that there is no special meeting room here; it's out in the open for folks

to see. It is simply an everyday encounter. Now, there is a place for street evangelism and
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all, but notice here that our everyday encounters with folks can be evangelism opportunities.
J.I. Packer says, in his book Evangelism and the Sovereignty of God, quotes C.G. Trumball as
follows: “lwlhenever I am justified in choosing my subject of conversation with another, the
theme of themes [Christ] shall have prominence between us, so that I may learn of his need,
and if possible, meet it.” Packer at p.89. So, whenever we are at liberty to choose the topic
of conversation, make it Christ and when there is an opening, steer the conversation towards
Christ. This should occur when we go to the grocery store, or are sitting at the PTA meeting,
or talking with our co-workers.

Many of us have difficulty breaking the ice when speaking about Christ and sharing the
gospel. Well, Jesus was next to a well and so he talked about the gospel in terms of “living
water” and how anything but will make one thirsty again. We need to learn to find common
things to use as a basis to start the evangelistic conversation.

For example, if you are at a family reunion, then speak about a man or woman in your family
who exemplified tremendous Christian character. If you are at your office cooler talking
sports, then mention an athlete that names the name of Christ. If you are at the soda
fountain, then confess that your struggle with caffeine addiction. You need to be creative,
but just look around you and see, in the words quoted by J.I. Packer, how you can - when
given the topic of conversation = turn it to their need of Christ Jesus. All that is needed here
is , even in small ways. There is no need to
disclose everything about you, but you should disclose your faith in Christ as the opportunity
presents itself. Always be mindful of opportunities that the Holy Spirit provides.
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